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Nothing is as far away as a minute ago.

(Jim Bishop)

The lure of the distant and the difficult is deceptive.  The great opportunity is where you are.

(John Burroughs)
Great effort springs naturally from a great attitude.

(Pat Riley)

The nation will remain the land of the free only as long as it is the home of the brave.

(Elmer Davis)

Character is like a tree and reputation like its shadow.

The shadow is what we think of it; the tree is the real thing.

(Abraham Lincoln)

I expect to pass through this world but once.  Any good thing, therefore, that I can do or any kindness I can show to any fellow human being, let me do it now.  Let me not defer nor neglect it, for I shall not pass this way again.

(William Penn)

America is a vast conspiracy to make you happy.

(John Updike)

As I grow older I pay less attention to what men say.  I just watch what they do.

(Andrew Carnegie)
Nothing is more expensive than missed opportunity.

(H. Jackson Brown, Jr.)
It is not unseemly for a man to die fighting in defense of his country.

(Homer)

Slow down and enjoy life.  It’s not only the scenery you miss by going too fast - you also miss the sense of where you are going and why.

(Eddie Cantor)

It is simplicity that makes the uneducated more effective than the educated when addressing popular audiences.

(Aristotle)

The foolish man seeks happiness in the distance; the wise man grows it under his feet.

(James Oppenheim)

Mistakes are a part of being human.  Appreciate your mistakes for what they are:  precious life lessons than can only be learned the hard way.  Unless it’s a fatal mistake, which, at least, others can learn from.

(Al Franken)

Once we believe in ourselves, we can risk curiosity, wonder, spontaneous delight, or any experience that reveals the human spirit.

(E.E. Cummings)
You can adopt the attitude there is nothing you can do, or you can see the challenge as your call to action.

(Catherine Pulsifer)

Like success, failure is many things to many people.  With a positive mental attitude, failure is a learning experience, a rung on a ladder, a plateau at which to get your thoughts in order and prepare to try again.

(W. Clement Stone)

Learn to listen.  Opportunity may be knocking on your door very softly.

(Source unknown)

Old age, especially an honored old age, has so great authority that this is of more value than all the pleasures of youth.

(Marcus Tullius Cicero)

The summer night is like a perfection of thought.

(Wallace Stevens)

Laughter is the sun that drives winter from the human face.

(Victor Hugo)

A compliment is a gift, not to be thrown away carelessly, unless you want to hurt the giver.

(Eleanor Hamilton)

Though force can protect in an emergency, only justice, fairness, consideration and cooperation can finally lead men to the dawn of eternal peace.

(Dwight D. Eisenhower)

Small opportunities are often the beginning of great enterprises.

(Demosthenes)

Leaders must be close enough to relate to others, but far enough ahead to motivate them.

(John Maxwell)

Dream big dreams! Imagine that you have no limitations and then decide what’s right before you decide what’s possible.

(Brian Tracy)

If you don’t want you life to be messed up, don’t fool around with those who have messed up theirs.

(Napoleon Hill)

It is the man who waits for his ship to come in who’s always missing the boat.

(Source unknown)

We are what we repeatedly do.  Excellence, then, is not an act, but a habit.

(Aristotle)

I find it fascinating that most people plan their vacations better than they do their lives.  Perhaps that is because escape is easier than change.

(Jim Rohn)

The only certain means is to render more and better service that is expected of you, no matter what your task may be.

(Og Mandino)

People will accept your ideas much more readily if you tell then Benjamin Franklin said it first.

(David H. Comins)

Character is what you are in the dark.

(Dwight L. Moody)

God’s gifts put men’s best dreams to shame.

(Elizabeth Barrett Browning)

If you really do put a small value upon yourself, rest assured that the world will not raise your price.

(Unknown source)

When they discover the center of the universe, a lot of people will be disappointed to discover they are not it.

(Bernard Bailey)

The truth that many people never understand until it is too late is that the more you try to avoid suffering, the more you suffer because smaller and more insignificant things begin to torture you in proportion to your fear of being hurt.

(Thomas Merton)

I find television very educating.  Every time somebody turns on the set, I go into the other room and read a book.

(Groucho Marx)

People who ask our advice almost never take it.  Yet we should never refuse to give it upon request for it often helps us to see our own way more clearly.

(Brendan Francis)

Why is it that our memory is good enough to retain the least triviality that happens to us, and yet not good enough to recollect how often we have told it to the same person?

(Francois de La Rochefoucauld)

Happiness doesn’t depend on who you are or what you have; it depends solely on what you think.

(Dale Carnegie)

Four things come not back: The spoken word, the sped arrow, the past life, the neglected opportunity.

(Arabian proverb)

Opportunity is often missed because we are broadcasting when we should be tuning in.

(Source unknown)

Birds sing after a storm; why shouldn’t people feel as free to delight in whatever sunlight remains to them?

(Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy)

Nobody knows the age of the human race, but everybody agrees that it is old enough to know better.

(Unknown source)

First it is necessary to send on your own two feet.  But the minute a man finds himself in that position, the next thing he should do is reach out his arms.

(Kristin Hunter)

There are no impossible dreams; there is just our limited perception of what is possible.

(Unknown source)

Courage is not the absence of fear, but rather the judgment that something is more important than fear.

(Ambrose Redmoon)

I don’t pretend to understand the universe - it’s a great deal bigger than I am.

(Thomas Carlyle)

Displaying courage and bravery through your actions is the best form of motivation to those who are lucky enough to witness it.

(Unknown source)

The difference between golf and government is that in golf, you can’t improve your lie.

(George Deukmejian)

Laughter is America’s most important export.

(Walt Disney)

If for a tranquil mind you seek,

  these things observe with care:

Of whom you speak, to whom you speak,

  and how, and when and where.

(No source listed)
One man with courage is a majority.

(Thomas Jefferson)

There are not mistakes.  The events we bring upon ourselves, no matter how unpleasant, are necessary to learn; whatever steps we take, they’re necessary to reach the places we’ve chosen to go.

(Richard Bach)

The relationships we have with the world are largely determined by the relationships we have with ourselves.

(Greg Anderson)

Anger makes you smaller, while forgiveness forces you to grow beyond what you were.

(Cherie Charter-Scott)

Human beings are the only creatures that allow their children to come back home.

(Bill Cosby)

We all have dreams.  But in order to make dreams into reality, it takes an awful lot of determination, dedication, self-discipline, and effort.

(Jesse Owens)

The test of courage comes when we are in the minority.  The test of tolerance comes when we are in the majority.

(Ralph W. Sockman)

I am not the smartest or most talented person in the world.  But I succeeded because I kept going, and going, and going.

(Sylvester Stallone)

Life is made up of small pleasures.  Happiness is made up of those tiny successes.  The big ones come too infrequently.  And, if you don’t collect these tiny successes, the big ones don’t really mean anything.

(Norman Lear)
