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Paul the Octopus

• Paul the Octopus correctly predicted the winners of 
all eight World Cup soccer matches he was asked 
to predict in 2010.

• Is this evidence that Paul actually has psychic 
powers?

• How unusual would this outcome be if Paul was just 
randomly guessing?

• How could we figure this out??
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Coin Toss Simulation

coin toss  = prediction by Paul

 heads  = correct prediction

 tails  = wrong prediction

chance of heads = ½ =
probability of predicting a 
correct World Cup match winner 
if Paul is just guessing

one set of 8 coin flips  = one set of 8 predictions by Paul



StatKey



www.lock5stat.com/statkey

StatKey

http://www.lock5stat.com/statkey


www.lock5stat.com/statkey

StatKey

● Freely available javascript applets with no user 
login required

http://www.lock5stat.com/statkey


www.lock5stat.com/statkey

StatKey

● Freely available javascript applets with no user 
login required

● Runs in any web browser on any platform 
(including smartphones and tablets) 

http://www.lock5stat.com/statkey


www.lock5stat.com/statkey

StatKey

● Freely available javascript applets with no user 
login required

● Runs in any web browser on any platform 
(including smartphones and tablets) 

● Google Chrome App available for offline use

http://www.lock5stat.com/statkey









