
Everything You Ever Wanted to Know About Plotting Data, But Were Afraid to Ask.

When carrying out an Exploratory Data Analysis, you should always, always,
always, always, always, always, ______ _______ _______…..always.  A plot of the data
gives us a quick glance at the distribution of the variable – the values the variable takes
and how often it takes on those values.

Once plotted you want to make sure to note the ___ ___ ___ ___ of the data on hand.

We have several different types of plots to choose from when setting out on an EDA.
The plot that you use will depend on the type and amount of data you are dealing with…

Categorical Data: 1)

2)

Quantitative Data: 1)

2)

3)

Dotplots:

When to use:

Step 1:

Step 2:

Step 3:

Practice: The accompanying data on gender and birth weight (kg) of foals born to 15
thoroughbred mares appeared in the article “Suckling Behavior Does Not Measure Milk
Intake in Horses” (Animal Behaviour (1999): 673-678).   Construct two comparative
dotplots of the birth weights by gender.

Gender:   F      M      M      F      F      M      F      F      M      F      M      F      M      F      F
Weight:  129   119    132   123   112  113    95    104  104    93    108    95    117  128  127

Describe the SOCS of the data:


