What is Advanced Placement?

The Advanced Placement (AP) program started in 1955, enabling millions of students to take college level courses while in high school.

The AP program has grown to include 37 different subject areas and is recognized worldwide.

Colleges and universities recognize AP classes as one of the best preparations for college, and even grant college credit for certain scores (usually a 3 or higher) on the AP Exam.

Everyone around the world enrolled in an AP class takes an AP exam for that subject on the same day in early May.  The AP Statistics exam is scheduled for May 4, 2010.
	AP Score 
	Qualification 

	5 
	Extremely well qualified 

	4 
	Well qualified 

	3 
	Qualified 

	2 
	Possibly qualified 

	1 
	No recommendation 



What is Statistics?
Statistics is the science of collecting, analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data.

AP Statistics is the fasting growing of all the 37 AP subject areas; the program started in 1997 with 7,500 students taking the exam, and in 2008 had over 108,000 students taking the exam.

Statistics is one of the most practical courses (not just math) that you will ever take.  
Statistics has even outgrown Calculus in many colleges and universities because of its usefulness in all areas of study and in society as a whole.
We live in an information age.  Every day in the newspaper there are several articles describing statistical studies, including surveys, political polls, medical research, and other experiments.  We are all consumers of statistics, but are we intelligent consumers?

“Statistical thinking will one day be as necessary for efficient citizenship as the ability to read and write.”




--H.G. Wells

What are the expectations?
As a student in the AP Statistics course, you will be assigned the textbook The Practice of Statistics by Yates, Moore, and Starnes, which you will be expected to read.  

You will be expected to have a TI-83 or TI-84 graphing calculator with you everyday which you will learn to use.
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AP Statistics is a college level course and therefore will require a lot of hard work and constant studying.  

You will always have homework and will have project assignments over all the major breaks in the school year.
As a reward for this hard work, you will get a GPA boost for A, B, & C grades.  Colleges love to see AP on your transcript, and you have the potential to earn college credit while in high school.

Who should take AP Statistics?

Any junior or senior with basic algebra skills as well as analytical reading and writing skills is the perfect candidate to take AP Statistics.

Statistics is now a required course for almost all majors at most colleges and universities.  Almost everyone going to college will have to take some kind of statistics course.

Northern Illinois University requires at least one statistics course for the following majors:
· Science

· Engineering

· Business

· Economics

· Political Science

· Psychology

· Sociology

Taking AP Statistics in high school helps prepare you for college and gives you a head start, no matter what you ultimately score on the AP exam.
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"The A.P. Statistics class was very helpful because it covered two of my general requirements including the math requirement for college.  Paying attention in the AP Statistics class in high school gave me somewhat of an advantage.  I also run into students who take psychology and they have to use some of the same elements of statistics for research.  Even if you never have to take these classes in college, AP statistics is still impressive when colleges look at your final high school transcripts.  It shows the college that you were willing to challenge yourself and if you do well, it demonstrates your quantitative reasoning skills.  On top of all that, Statistics is fun!"

--Justin Wrice
Denison University

CMA ‘07
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