Inspirational Quotes for November 2010

The last section includes some of my very favorites from past years.

Sanderson

It is of little traits that the greatest human character is composed.

(William Winter)

Animals have these advantages over humans:  They never hear the clock strike; they die without any idea of death, they have no theologians to instruct them, their last moments are not disturbed by unwelcome and unpleasant ceremonies, their funerals cost them nothing, and no one starts lawsuits over their wills.

(Voltaire)

You cannot dream yourself into a character: you must hammer and forge yourself one.

(Henry David Thoreau)

The worst part of success if trying to find someone who’s happy for you.
(Ken Dooley)

Just because your voice reaches halfway around the world doesn’t mean you are wiser than when it reached only to the end of the bar.

(Edward R. Murrow)

You cain’t never tell the way a pickle will squirt.

(Ken Alstad)

Sometimes we forget that we will never find such people in our life again.

(Dimitri Konstantindis)

Character and personal force are the only investments that are worth anything.

(Walt Whitman)

You can’t hurt a tongue by speakin’ softly.

(Ken Alstad)

There will be a rain dance Friday night, weather permitting.

(George Carlin)

Never approach a bull from the front, a horse from the rear or a fool from any direction.

(Ken Alstad)

Reputation is what men and women think of us; character is what God and angels know about us.

(Thomas Paine)

A good name will shine forever.

(Proverb)

If you have a hill to climb, waitin’ won’t make it smaller.

(Ken Alstad)

A fair reputation is a plant, delicate in its nature, and by no means rapid in its growth.  It will not shoot up in a nigh like the gourd of the prophet; but like that gourd, it may perish in a night.
(Jeremy Taylor)

A man who keeps his eyes on the horizon like he’s expectin’ the sheriff to budge up on him has more on his mind than seein’ the sights.

(Ken Alstad)

One does not discover new lands without consenting to lose sight of the shore for a very long time.

(Andre Gide)

No matter what your religion, you should try to become a government program, for then you will have everlasting life.

(Lynn Martin)

The guy who invented the first wheel was hardly a genius.  The guy who invented the other three was.

(Sid Ceasar)

The essential thing is not knowledge, but character.

(Joseph Le Conte)

What is a weed? A plant whose values have not yet been discovered.

(Ralph Waldo Emerson)

Horsepower was a wonderful thing when only horses had it.

(Robert Plant)

The scientific theory I like best is that the rings of Saturn are composed entirely of lost airline luggage.

(Mark Russell)

Ignore previous cookie.

(Message in fortune cookie)

Maybe you can teach a turkey to climb a tree, but you’re probably better off hiring a squirrel in the first place.

(Kathy Murphy)

Do not covet all you see, for he who covets all he sees often wants more than he sees.

(Persian proverb)

The world is a book and he who stays at home reads only one page.

(M. K. Frelinghuysen)

One of the great discoveries a man makes, one of his great surprises, is to find he can do what he was afraid he couldn’t do.

(Henry Ford)

Excellence is an art won by training and habituation.  We are what we repeatedly do.  Excellence, then, is not an act, but a habit.

(Aristotle)

We become not a melting pot but a beautiful mosaic.  Different people, different beliefs, different yearnings, different hopes, different dreams.

(Jimmy Carter)

God often visits us, but most of the time we’re not home.

(Joseph Rous)

They say that age is all in your mind.  The trick is keeping it from creeping down into your body.

(Katherine Hepburn)

Lots of time you have to pretend to join a parade in which you’re not really interested in order to get where you’re going.

(Christopher Morley)

Everyone has a photographic memory, but some people just don’t have film.

(Eddie Cantor)

Any party which takes credit for the rain must no be surprised if the opponents blame if for the drought.

(Dwight Morrow)

The best blood will at some time get into a fool or a mosquito.

(Austin O’Malley)

If a man runs after money, he’s money-mad; if he keeps it, he’s a capitalist; if he spends it, he’s a playboy; if he doesn’t get it, he lacks ambition.  If he gets it without working for it, he’s a parasite; and if he accumulates it after a lifetime of hard work, people call him a fool who never got anything out of life.

(Vic Oliver)

Governments tend not to solve problems, only to rearrange them.

(Ronald Reagan)

Let not the atom bomb

Be the final sequel

In which all men

Are cremated equal.

(Kaye Phelps)

The pedigree of honey

Does not concern the bee;

A clover, any time, to him

Is aristocracy.

(Emily Dickinson)

If youth be a defect, it is one that we outgrow only too soon.

(James Russell Lowell)

OK GOOD FOLKS.  HERE ARE SOME OF MY FAVORITES FROM THE PAST.  SOME RECENT NEWBEES TO THIS GROUP MIGHT NOT HAVE SEEN THESE BEFORE.  I LOVE THEM.  I USE THEM WHENEVER I CAN
 A smile costs nothing but creates much.  It enriches those who receive without
impoverishing those who give.  It happens in a flash, and the memory of it sometimes
lasts forever.
(Gene Bluhm)
 Have great hopes and dare to go all out for them.  Have great dreams and dare to live
them.  Have tremendous expectations and believe in them.
(Norman Vincent Peale)
 The only person who cannot be helped is that person who blames others.
(Carl Rogers)
 Be kind.  Every person you meet is fighting a hard battle.
(Ken Dooley)
You can’t do anything about the length of your life, but you can do something about its
width and depth.
(Evan Esar)
 How far is far?
How high is high?
You’ll never know
Until you try.
(Slogan from Special Olympics)
 ‘Beauty is truth, truth beauty’ - that is all ye know on earth, and all ye need to know.
(John Keats)
 Who has seen the wind?
Neither you nor I:
But when the trees bow down their heads
The wind is passing by.
(Christina Rossetti)
 Little drops of water,
Little grains of sand,
Make the mighty ocean
And the pleasant land.
(Julia Fletcher Carney)
Not for the mighty world, O Lord, tonight,
Nations and Kingdoms in their fearful might.
Let me be glad the kettle gently sings.
Let me be glad for little things.
(Edna Jaques)
Many an optimist has become rich by buying out a pessimist.
(Robert G. Allen)
The best cure for hypochondria is to forget about your body and get interested in somebody else’s.
(Goodman Ace)
The patient is not likely to recover who makes the doctor his heir.
(Richard Bach)
The best way to get people to think about the box is not to create the box in the first place.
(Martin Cooper)
Winners say, “I want to do this and I can do this,” not, “I would like to do this, but I don’t think I can.”
(Dennis Waitley)
I don’t share blame.  I don’t share credit.  And I don’t share desserts.
(Beverly Sills)
If you’re going to think anyway, you might just as well think big.
(Donald Trump)
An archeologist is the best husband a woman can have; the older she gets, the more interested in her he is.
(Agatha Christie)
A leader takes people where they want to go.  A great leader takes people where they don’t necessarily want to go, but ought to me.
(Rosalynn Carter)
It is inaccurate to say I hate everything.  I am strongly in favor of common sense, common honesty and common decency.  This makes my forever ineligible for any public office.
(H. L. Mencken)
If your world doesn’t allow you to dream, move to one where you can.
(Billy Joel)
Big shots are only little shots who keep shooting.
(Christopher Morley)
There is no strength without unity
(Irish proverb)
Persistence trumps talent and looks every time.
(Aaron Brown)
Never forget that the most powerful force on earth is love.
(Nelson Rockefeller)
An eye for an eye only leads to more blindness.
(Margaret Atwood)
To play it safe is not to play.
(Robert Altman)
A man who builds his own pedestal had better use strong cement.
(Anna Quindlen)
Those who contemplate the beauty of the earth find reserves of strength that will endure as long as life lasts.
(Rachel Carson)
Three o’clock is always too late or too early for anything you want to do.
(Jean-Paul Sartre)
Laugh and the world laughs with you, snore and you sleep alone.
(Anthony Burgess)
If it weren’t for Philo T. Farnsworth, inventor of television, we’d still be eating radio dinners.
(Johnny Carson)
It takes no more time to see the good side of life than to see the bad.
(Jimmy Buffet)
Ninety-eight percent of the adults in this country are decent, hard-working, honest Americans.  It’s the lousy two percent that get all the publicity.  But then - we elected them.
(Lily Tomlin)
The only way we can teach a child to say, “I’m sorry” is for him to hear it from our lips first.
(Keven Leman)
Many of life’s failures are people who did not realize how close they were to success when they gave up.
(Thomas A. Edison)
There is one fault that I must find
With the twentieth century,
And I’ll put it in a couple of words:
Too adventury.
What’d I like would be some nice dull monotony
If anyone’s gotony.
(Odgen Nash)
I’m in a phone booth at the corner of WALK and DON’T WALK.
(Unknown source)
A chain is as strong as its weakest link.
(Danish proverb)
The crocodile is only strong in the water.
(Source unknown)
There are two says to study butterflies: chase them with nets and then inspect their dead bodies, or sit quietly in a garden and watch them dance among the flowers.
(Nongnuch Bassham)
Courage is the power to let go of the familiar.
(Raymond Lindquist)
If today was a fish I’d throw it back.
(Song title)
Lying makes a problem part of the future; truth makes a problem a part of the past.
(Rick Pitino)
It’s impossible to enjoy idling unless there is plenty of work to do.
(Jerome Jerome)
There are very few people who don’t become more interesting when they stop talking.
(Mary Lowry)
Why not go out on a limb?  Isn’t that where the fruit is?
(Frank Scully)
We listen and breezes from a whole other world begin to whisper.
(James Carroll)
To acquire knowledge, one must study; but to acquire wisdom, one must observe.
(Marilyn vos Savant)
Never give a party if you will be the most interesting person there.
(Mickey Friedman)
Be brief, for no discourse can please when too long.
(Miguel de Cervantes)
Never ask the barber if you need a haircut.
(Warren Buffett)
Dutch tulips from their beds,
Flaunted their stately heads.
(James Montgomery)
A gentle breeze blowing in the right direction is better than a pair of strong oars.
(Canary Island proverb)
What is strength without a double share of wisdom?
(John Milton)
Only when all contribute their firewood can they build up a strong fire.
(Chinese proverb)
No man is free who is not master of himself.
(Epictetus)
The strongest among the weak is the one who doesn’t forget his weaknesses.
(Danish proverb)
The strength of the heart comes from the soundness of the faith.
(Saudi Arabian proverb)
It is easier to suppress the first desire than to satisfy all that follow.
(Unknown source)
There is no pleasure in life equal to that of the conquest of a vicious habit.
(Unknown source)
Discipline is the bridge between goals and accomplishments.
(Jim Rohn)
He who conquers himself has won a greater victory than he who conquers a city.
(Proverbs)
There is no luck except where there is discipline.
(Irish proverb)
Let him who would move the world first move himself.
(Socrates)
He who lives without discipline dies without honor.
(Icelandic proverb)
Real glory springs from the silent conquest of ourselves.
(Source unknown)
As strong as my legs are, it is my mind that has made me a champion.
(Michael Johnson)
The basis of self-discipline: Don’t allow the edges to blur.
(Michael Johnson)
The mind is a lousy master but a wonderful servant.
(Source unknown)
If you would live your life with ease;
do what you ought, not what you please.
(Unknown source)
There are many whose tongues might govern multitudes, if they could govern their tongues.
(Prentice)
The ability to concentrate and to use your time well is everything if you want to succeed in business - or in anything else, for that matter.
(Lee Iacocca)
